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Jonathan took much care when preparing to pop 
the question to his girlfriend of one year, Brooke.  
Although Brooke was sick, she was very excited to be celebrating their first 
anniversary and looked forward to dining at a nice restaurant for the evening.  
On their way to the dinner, they passed the venue where they first met.  “Hey, 
since we are really early to dinner, why not go see if we can take a picture in 
the ballroom where we first met,” said Jonathan.

Unsuspecting, Brooke said “sure,” thinking nothing of it.  The couple was led 
into the huge ballroom where there was a table set for two right in the middle.  
“I have never been so surprised and shocked in all my life,” recalls Brooke.  

Brooke knew that it must have taken a lot of planning on his part.  “I wanted 
our first anniversary to be very special,” said Jonathan.  The rest of the dinner 
was “amazing” but Brooke had no idea what was in store.  

“Do you think I can top this?” questioned Jonathan.  “I don’t think so,” was 
Brooke’s response.  Jonathan stood up and walked towards Brooke. “At this 
point, I totally lost it,” recalls Brooke.  As tears filled her eyes so much that she 
could barely see Jonathan, he got down on one knee and asked her to marry 
him.  “It was the most perfect moment in both of our lives and of course my 
answer was ‘Yes!’” exclaims Brooke.  

The number thirteen has a very special meaning for Brooke and Jonathan as a 
couple – you might even say it’s their lucky number.  They had their first date 
on February 13, 2009, were engaged on February  13, 2010, and were married 
on the 13th of March 2011 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in the French Quarter. 

“We loved the New Orleans feel of the hotel,” says the couple. “When we 
walked in we immediately fell in love with the tall ceilings, elegant formal 
atmosphere, as well as the courtyard,” says the couple.  They also loved the 
“amazing” ballroom.



 

LOVE BROOKE & JONATHAN’S STYLE? Check out the N.O.W. Vendors who made it possible: 
Arte De Vie Photography: 504-592-3522 artedevie.com  Royal Sonesta Hotel: 504-553-2205 sonesta.com/royalneworleans  

John’s Tuxedos: 504-455-5353 johnstuxedos.com  Studio Vieux Carre: 504-528-8888 studiovc.com  
Dunn & Sonnier Flowers: 504-524-3235  dunnandsonnierflowers.com  Unique Weddings in New Orleans: 504-212-6480 uniqueweddingsinneworleans.com  

Flawless Bride: 504-473-3621  flawless-bride.com  Exquisite Events: 504-975-4089  eeinvites.com

The couple enlisted the help of Michelle Adams of Unique 
Weddings in New Orleans as their planner.  “Michelle makes 
the evening go smoothly so that the bride, groom, and family 
can relax and enjoy the evening,” Brooke and Jonathan com-
ment.  

The ceremony and reception were decorated with beauti-
ful flowers by Dunn and Sonnier of New Orleans.  “I had a 
vision of a tree-like arrangement with twisted branches and 
a draping effect … and they made my vision come to life,” 
says Brooke.  The couple married under a chuppa for their 
traditional Jewish ceremony.  “We were in love with the 
chuppa and loved getting married under something so beauti-
ful.”   

Brooke wore a strapless, ivory silk gown with a drop waist 
and lace bodice accented by a crystal belt.  “My dress was 
like a fairy tale, the ultimate wedding gown,” recalls Brooke.  
Jonathan wore a shawl collar, one button tuxedo with an 
ivory vest and bowtie from John’s Tuxedos.

Brooke wanted a timeless, elegant look for her hair and 
make-up. Heather Burnam and her team at Flawless Bride 
made Brooke “…look more beautiful than I ever felt before!  
Heather and her team truly are flawless!”  

The couple went for classical elegance when it came to 
choosing their invitations.  Exquisite Events created the per-
fect invitation for the couple.  “Exquisite Events was amaz-
ing to work with..She [Terez Batiste] bent over backwards to 
deliver exactly what was requested.” 

The couple chose Arte de Vie Photography after instantly 
clicking with photographer Doug Keese.  “He sees the pic-
ture and then he SEES the picture,” the couple said.  “Doug 
truly captures those memories that you only have on that one 
day.”

Studio Vieux Carre filmed the wedding and “captured every 
moment even down to my single teardrop as I finished danc-
ing with my father,” says Brooke.  

As a surprise for the couple, Brooke’s father had a metallic 
confetti drop during their first dance.  “It was a Cinderella 
magical-type moment that made us feel like we were in a 
fairy tale wedding,” recalls the couple.  

When the couple and their guests weren’t Second Lining, 
traditional Israeli dancing kept the spirit, enthusiasm, and 
excitement of the night going.  “We wanted everyone to walk 
away feeling the love we have for each other as well as have 
a blast at the party,” says the couple.  


